Math Author Activity with Number Up, Stare Down

All students need a pencil/pen and a piece of paper divided into 4 sections on each side.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Favorite Number: (2 - 3 min)
a) Write your favorite number in one of the rectangles on your paper. 
b) Share, with the group, why it is your favorite number.

Arrange students in pairs facing each other.  If there are an odd number of students, then the teacher will partner with one student.

Number Up, Stare Down: (3 - 5 min)
a) You and your partner alternate counting by ones. For example, you say 1, then your partner says 2, then you say 3, then your partner says 4, etc. When you reach the number 4, you and your partner begin a stare contest. The person who blinks first gets 4 points and writes a 4 in an empty rectangle on their paper. The last number said when counting, is the number of points that the other person gets and they write that number in an empty rectangle on their paper.
b) Repeat, but count by twos. 
c) Add your points together to see who won the stare contest. Write your point total in the last open rectangle.

Math Author – you can decide if you want students to work together or independently. (10 - 20 min)

Use the 4 numbers in the rectangles to create 4 different math problems using the rules below. Place one problem in each rectangle and include the solution.

· Problem 1 Rule: Create a math problem that contains your favorite number. 

· Problem 2 Rule: Create a math problem that contains your favorite number, your total points from the stare contest, and subtraction.

· Problem 3 Rule: Create a math problem that contains your favorite number, your total points from the stare contest, subtraction, and involves animals. 

· Problem 4 Rule: Create a math problem that contains all 4 numbers, addition, and involves music. 

When everyone is finished creating the problems, have the students switch papers and check to see if they get the same answer when they solve the problems. Students should write their initials in the box of all problems they think are correct. 

 Susette Jaquette, sjaquette@gmail.com. October 2017.
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